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Beautiful Feelings
* Deep Emotions

Meinong, a place traditionally inhabited by Hakka people, is located in the
north of Kaohsiung City. Long ago, it was considered the ‘Right Unit’ of the
Lioudui (six units which made up south Taiwan's Hakka militia). Hakka
characteristics can be seen in Meinong's architecture, handicrafts, and specialty
products. The warmth of its people is yet another attraction.
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To get to Meinong, take Freeway 10 to its northern end, then Ciping 1st Road
toward Meinong. There are two main roads in downtown Meinong: Jhong-
shan Road (also called Kachsiung Road 140), which runs east-west and
connects to Taian Road to the east; and Jhongjheng Road, which goes
north-south and links with Meising Road. The former can be used for trips
into the mountains, the latter for visiting the town's various relics. Touring
mountains and seeing relics are Meinong’s two main travel themes.

Pottery art Humanities

Meinong is rich in art and culture, and its pottery art is now famous through-
out south Taiwan. When Mr. Chu Bang-hsiung established Meinong Kiln,
which focuses on public art in the form of pottery walls, he stimulated the
development of pottery art in the region. People now say: “Yingge in the
- north, Meinong in the south,” and each of the town'’s kilns has its own style.

For instance, Shihciao Kiln focuses on producing blue and white porcelain,
while Hometown of Pottery creates practical items. In Meinong, you can
appreciate pottery arts in many forms, as well as enjoy the fun of
do-it-yourself pottery.

Landscapes

Meinong is surrounded on three sides by mountains. To the north, border-
ing Shanlin District, is a peak sacred in the hearts of Meinong's people -
Moonlight Mountain (Yueguangshan). To the northwest there is Ling
Mountain, from which one can see Shanlin, Cishan and Meinong, as well
as the scenic Nanzihsian Stream. Trails go up both mountains, and when
one arrives at the peak, one can see forests in the distance, and sometimes
even the beauty of Jiasian.

Meinong has great ecological riches. May to July is the best time to view
vellow butterflies. In July, the Yellow Butterfly Festival spreads the
message of conservation and environmental protection. The festival
features traditional Hakka rites, and the reciting of a butterfly address.
Near the entrance to the butterfly valley, Shuangsi Tropical Viviparous
Forest preserves rare trees transplanted from southeast Asia during the
period of Japanese rule (1895-1945). These trees are extremely valuable for
education, appreciation, and seed source preservation. Jhongjheng Lake is
another attractive place where visitors can quietly contemplate the
mountain ranges.

Meinong's rich humanity and culture is g
synonymous with Jhong Li-he (1915-1960),
a local writer who created truly local
Taiwanese literature. Taiwan's first
private literary-artist memorial hall was °
established to commemorate him. The hall
has also collected manuscripts and works
by other Taiwanese authors. For an
overall understanding of Hakka culture, £
Meinong Hakka Culture Museum is 8
another must-see.
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Meinong has many temples in addition to land god altars. The larger ones
include Chaoyuan Temple and Guangshan Temple; the latter used to be an
important place for Confucian teaching in the Meinong area. Each year, on
the ninth day of the first month on the lunar calendar, there used to be a
“welcome sacred miracles and word-paper festival,” but this event is now
rather rare.

In Hakka culture, umbrellas are auspicious and full of blessings. Meinong is
Taiwan’s best-known umbrella production center in Taiwan, and the
workshops are mostly multi-generational enterprises. Umbrellas are painted
not only with extracts from poems and calligraphy, but also images that reflect
the beauty of Meinong. Innovative methods such as using blue dyes, cotton
paper hand-tear painting, and paper-cutting have broadened the industry.

At these altars, Hakka people worship their land gods, whom they call
‘Bogong.” These shrines are also symbols of Hakka cultivation of the land,
and represent communal living. In many villages, there is an altar at either
end of the settlement, giving Meinong perhaps the highest density of land
god altars in Taiwan.

Meinong's land god altars are unique in that they resemble tombs. The more
complete ones are empty in the front and solid in the back, but most are only
arrangements of egg-shaped formations. The earliest Kaiji land god altar is
Meinong Kaiji Land God in the foothills of Ling Mountain. In all, four
altars have been designed municipal relics by the city government. There is
also a special land god altar behind the Jhong Family House. Established by
the JThong family, it uses a three-level pebble placement in a solid foundation
and has a very elegant appearance.

Oil-paper umbrellas are produced
scrupulously and the handiwork is
solid, so the umbrellas are very
durable. The tung tree oil applied
to make them waterproof changes
color over time, adding a sense of
nostalgia to  these  elegant
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Word-worshipping
Pavilions

Houses

Hakka people have always reﬁpected and
cherished paper and words, and word-
worshipping pavilions reflect this
attitude. The pavilions were established
. for the burning of paper in a ritual
manner, and were usually located at
academies, temples, and village street
corners. Most pavilions have three levels.
The second level is for burning paper,
while the third level has altars with
tablets dedicated to Cangjie, Confucius
and Wenchang Dadi - all deities related
to success in literature and learning.

‘Word-worshipping pavzlmns

in charitable halls are generally
located in the front of the halls,
with incense burners on the right
and left. Meinong has four word-worshipping
pavilions - in the north, south, east and west -
and among them, Minongjhuang Word-
worshipping Pavilion has been designated a
third-level relic. It features cut-and-paste
floral decorations. Meinong residents pray
here when their children are taking important
exams, and the custom of burning joss paper
on the first and fifteenth day of every lunar
month has been kept up.

® I[nformation

@ Meinong Village Word worshipping Pavilion intersection of Jhongshan
Road and Yongan Road
ﬁ Jhongsing Road— Jhongjheng Road—turn left to Yongan Road—
Jhongshan Road intersection

© Jingualiao Respect Word Pavilion near No. 51, Jhongsiao Road sec. 1
: Jhongsing Road— turn right to Jhongsiao Road

Shangjhuangzih Word-worshipping Pavilion in a lane on Minsheng
Road the East Gate Tower
E Jhongsing Road—turn left to Jhongjheng Road—turn right to Yongan

Road —Minsheng Road

O Longdujhuang Word-worshipping Pavilion Next to No. 78, Longdu Street

G Jhongsing Road—turn left to Jhonghua Road —turn left to Longdu Street

Jingualiao Respect

Visiting Meinong’s ancient relics QGGG

The blue blouse, traditional apparel for Hakka women, is knee-length, wide
in form, and has a large lapel on the right side. The sleeve is folded back into
a “reverse sleeve pocket,” and there are hem decorations at the lapel and the
folded back sleeves. The material is primarily cotton, used for its solid texture
and durability when repeatedly washed. Such garments symbolize the
diligent and frugal spirit of Hakka women. Blue blouse master Mr. Sie
Jing-lai, recognized by the government as a national treasure, continued
sewing blouses by hand until he was 100 years old. His daughter-in-law has
followed in his footsteps and now runs the family business.

W Information

| © Jinsinghang Blue Blouses No. 177, Yongan
Road / 07— 6811191
©7:30—21:00

® Minongsi Blue Blouses No. 53—6, Fumei
Road / 07— 6815831
© 8:00—17:00

Jinsinghang
Blue Blouses

In the Qing Dynasty, Meinong's
center was Yongan Street. The
town was protected by a wall, but
the only gate with a tower was the
East Gate. Located at the end of
Yongan Road, the tower - which
has witnessed the history of
Meinong - sits on the main axis
connecting the two sides of the old
settlement.

A kind of structure unique to Meinong
is the tobacco curing shed. At the peak
of the tobacco industry, it was said
there was “one shed every three steps, y
smoke swirling every five steps.” Since the decline

of the tobacco business, some of the sheds have been renovated into pottery
display spaces or recording studios. These attractions have become very
popular among tourists.

& Information

@ East Gate Tower On Yongan Road
& Jhongsing Road—turn left to Jhongjheng Road — Yongan Road

© Tobacco Curing Shed Education Hall No. 545, Fumei Road
L3 Jhongsing Road—turn left to Jhongjheng Road—turn left to Meising
Street —Fumei Road

© Tobacco Curing Shed of JThong Family House No. 14, Shihshan Street
& Jhongsing Road—Shihshan Street, near the Tobacco Curing Shed and
Pottery Art Center

Yongan

Old Street
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]hongsingRoad.]hongjhengRoad.MeisingStreet-O-----—-------—:': &----—---------—---O---------—--O-----—---

Among Meinong’s Hakka buildings are some impressive residences. Jhong-
fulang Paisia House, a city-designated ancient relic, faces south and follows
a “two hall, three intersections” form; a classic example, it is located in
Longdu’s Daci neighborhood. The oldest thoroughfares in
Meinong, Yongan Street and Boai Street, both have typical architecture.
Yongan Street used to be the area’s most prosperous commercial zone, and
is a historical microcosm of Meinong.The red brick gate tower built for

tobacco king Mr. Lin Chun-
yu still stands. Along Shihzih-
tou Canal, past the Irrigation
Canal Bridge, you can walk
along Boai Street and enjoy
the sight of a well-preserved
residence.

W Information

© Yongan Old Street
Q Jhongsing Road—turn left to Jhongjheng Road — Yongan Road

©® Boai Street
; Jhongsing Road—turn left to JThongjheng Road —turn left to Jhongsing
Road — turn left to Boai Street

Tobacco Curing Shed

ﬂw::gftdang
and Pottery Art Center
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Meinong's best-known dishes are flat noodles
(‘ban-tiac’) and pigs’ knuckles. Traditional
\ Hakka dishes are unique and popular, and
\ include stewed cabbage and steamed winter
melon. Making a serving of pounded tea is a fun
DIY activity; this drink is rich in grains and has
a fragrance of tea leaves. A special culture of
relaxation surrounds its enjoyment. The
district’s agricultural specialties are also worth
tasting.

The pure waters of the Laonong River are one reason why Meinong rice is
outstanding. White jade turnips are specialties in the fall and winter, as are
sweet Moonlight Mountain papayas.

W Information

@ Flat Noodles Street  on Meising Street
; Jhongsing Road—turn left to Jhongjheng Road —turn left Yongan Road—
turn left again to Meising Street

@ Meinong Farmers Association Supermarket
Street / 07— 6815001
; Jhongsing Road —turn left to Jhongjheng Road —turn right to Shuangfong
Street

No. 1-17, Shuangfong

Flat Noodles Boai Strect

Street

Homeinn Guesthouse No.52, Ln. 782, Sec. 2, Jhongshan Rd./
07—6817828

Fongyuan Guesthouse No. 820, Shuangfong Street / 076820839
Jhongiheng Lake Guesthouse No. 28, Fumei Road /076812736
Tzu-Chiang Peoples FHostel No.316, Sec. 1, Zihciang St. /

07— 6812736

Meinung Peoples Hostel No.316, Sec. 1, Zihciang St. / 07—6810621
Cheen—uan Peoples Hostel No.320, Sec. 1, Zihciang St. /
07-6810621

Ran-Ge B & B No.66-5, Mincyuan Rd. / 07—6822159

Lin Family Guesthouse No. 537, Minzu Road / 076820658
Meinongcing Leisure and Tourism Guesthouse No. 14,
Shangjhuwei Lusingli / 07—6811368

Baigo Guesthouse No. 5, Lane 58, Fusing Street sec. 1/

07— 6818587

Meinong Yunshanju Guesthouse No. 56—1, Longshan Street /
07—-6833808

Tobacco City Guesthouse No.17, Ln. 7,Jhonghua Rd. / 076851110
Meilu Guesthouse No. 14—2, Thumen Shihshanli / 07—6851111
Kaohsiung Accomdation Development Association No. 14-2,
Jhumen Shihshanli / 07—6851773
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